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WASHINETCN - %'h.e Wational Highway Tra& 
Safety Administration said three sport-uti%.kf 
vehicies flipped itvei. during crash tests; thg, first 
time the g o v c m m t  has reported such result:,. 
The findings for tile Hon&'CR-V, an I s m  
Rcdeo mcl R K,is  S?!ortage increase the chances 
thgL the agcnc3 ;my adopt tougher rules 
designed to p.r?revent Tollover crashes, The 
vchiclsj ti2ptr :l'i't>r when struck in the side bv - h: 
fast-moving barrier, according to an agency 
statement. 
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IN THE STATEh4ENT, the NtiTjiA said it 
didn’t monclusively know whether the three vehicles 
are more ptonc to roll over in side-impact crashes than 
oiiiei qmt ur,iiiries, &ding h a t  the tests weren‘t 

M ~ x y  a p w t ~  cmside: XI ~dln sp~pol?-uri;jty vehihickes 
more likely to flip than other vehicles, because ofthrir 
height and relative narrowness. 

Spokesmen for Hunda Motor Co , Isuzu Morvrs 
Ltd. md E a  Motors C q .  said their v&i&Cs hid all 
p:rGjr!n.?; ,,e!, i!i pluicci+,n~ cs:qja$y in rl?e.-impa:, 
crashes, wlich is what the twt i s  supposed to measurc. 
‘What the tests are designed to test, the r,assrs 
with 5ymg colors,” the Honda spokesman s i &  A. 
spokesman for hum said the s%?-!npzct wit ‘ ~ J X  ILL‘ 
correlation to dynamic vehicle stabihty.” The 1.56 
spokesman said that when the s::.i,> in,kEx- p:&iiiic,i 
the NKf SA test on the Sportage, it hadn’t flipped 
over, and the company Sees the rollover as “an 

des;&.. . j , ~. 
LIG IU J ~ ~ U I T ;  a veiwle’s renmwj- to r d i  over. 

. .  , 

anomaly.” 

A CONGRWNNING ISST3 - .  Ine resuits highlight one ofthe longest-running, 
most hWac;titbk dLW.wa,f..tty issues. In 1997, the most 
recent year for ~;vntch statistics are available, more than 
9,400 people in  the U S .  died whm their cars, trucks 
or vans Ep~er!  wm. R + h w  f d & s  more than 
doubled w e t  *ha Fag +.C:.:i-lr enong SUV occupants, 
‘to 1,480 in lq??.. a i  th- F J S d  -,x =s have become 
top sellers. 

Since the early 1 9 7 0 ~ ~  the agency has tested 
vehicles for rolling OWJ and tried to develop rules that 
would eliminate production of vehicles likely to tip. 
But dcspitc y i s s  oEter;;iog> there is ;st3 n:> :I&, diat 
sets such a standard, The agency has worked to mke 
rollover accidents more sunlvable by passing head- 
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protection guidelines and other improvements, and 
sought to warn drivers of the danger w t h  a sticker 
t!w is currently being redesigned. 

designed to determine which vehicles are prone to 
roUover accidents The agency tested a dozen cars, 
trucks and SLVs, which were jerked around sharp 
angles by computerid steering machines. Agency 
officials have declined to reveal results, but the 
computers were expected to yield more-accurate 
fmdiags than human drivers or older-generation 
machines Most rollovers occur in singlevehicle 
crashes. 

But Iast year, the NHTSA ran extensive new tests 

A DIFFERENT XWD OF TEST 
in the recent study, the flips occurreu in a wry 

different type oftest In the side-impact trial, a 1novmg 
barrier cowed in collapsible aluminum honeycomb 
comes at the vehicle at an angle Two of kie te+ for 
the Honda and the I s m ,  were done as part of mnc 
NHTSA's consumer-information safkty-rating 
program. The Sportage test was done at s JLW; 
speed, as part of federal safety-standards oamplimcrco 
testing 

last year's ambitious series of tests, boos: thc 
likelihood that the NElTSA will more toward 
proposing a rollover standard in some form The 
agency has declined to comment on its p'aw; 5 u  
industry officials say m S A  is ltkely to proposc P 

consumer-rating system that wodd rank vehicles' 
stability and make the results public. 

Such a move would tihely draw oppc:si:;oc fiarr 
m y  auto makers, which fear a blow to th6 sales of  
SWVs, which are popular with safety-corsllicu. 
families. Other sport-utility vehicles, includtng thc 
Suzuki Samurai and the Jeep C1, have been reported 
to roll over duriig road-testing by safety advocates 
and journalists, but govamment results likely would 
carry kr more weight with buyers 

The three rollovers, combined with the data from 

PkGE:0034@3 rage 3 ox 4 

http li\n;vw.msribc.com~~44~5~.asp 2/25/99 
i . 4  . 

c 


