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BLEAK oulLOO1(: Bob Biiilsy, medical director of Children's Psychiatric Hosp1:al a t  the Ilnlversity of New hleTisu. says menta! health care 
In the state 16 in a crisis. He is shown here in one of the units hospital officials ~ I w e t l  hacause they couldn't affcrd to keep It @;'en. 

Editor's note: W s  
been three sears 
rince the state 
retramped Medicaid, 
2nd critics say the 
new programhos 
wrecked mental 
health cme services, 
sspeciollyfor youths. 
Others praise Solud! 
for making doctors 
2nd health centers 
more accountable. 
Ke Journal today 
begins a t w d a y  
series examining the 
state of mental 
health care forNew 
Mexico's children. 

ab  Bailey says he doesn't like 
to throw around words like 
"crisis" loosely. 

Yet that is the ward he uses R to describe the State of mental 
health care in New Mexico - 

especially when it comes to children. 
"It (the mental health system) is 

not working now," said Bailey, a 
psychiatrist and medical director of 
Children's Psychiatric Hospital at the 
University of New Mexico. 

Others who provide mental health 
care and the parents who seek that 
c a e  also say the system is in crisis. 

Busioesses that provide mental 
healthcate are shutting down. 
Psychiatrists are leaving the State or 
leaving their practices. Jails are 
scrambli?lg to come up with mental 
health services once mavided by 
mew2 i or social seriice agencies. 

And this is happening in a state 
that never ranked high in the quality 

senice. New Mexico's suicide rates 
ia 1993 were the fifth highest in the 

J . .  

' or availability of mental health 

C"ll"il" 

New Mexicans between 15 and 24 
years old have been killing 
themselves at a rate 75 percent 
higher than the national average: 21 

Yet, in recent years: 
m nuenty-two child psychiatrists 

have left ivew Mexico. leaving the 
state with a number that is half the 
nati0n.d averare. 

m The University of New Mexico's 
psychiai ric wards are so full that 
smhulalices carrying patients with 
mental illnesses are being sent 
elsewhere 
n The availability of certain mental 

health services has dropped 
anvwhere between 20 vercent and 65 
percent. 

rn Perbple committed by courts to 
psychiatric trealment have had to 
wait for beds to open up at the h e  
Vega Medical Center, the o ~ l y  state- 
run psychiatric hnspital. 

Increasingly, people are falling 
through the cracks. 

This isn't ~ e w s  to Jonnie Banks and 
Laurie Welch. The Albuquerque 
mothers, both of whom work for St. 
Joseph Healthmre, have been tr?hg 
for years to get the help they think 
their trouhled children need. The? 
aren't seeking the care for their 
children thruuqli their employer 
ticcause their insurance requires 

See EXPERTS on PAGE A4 

QNE DAY AT TIME Christaphef 
Sindelar. right. helps his mother, Lam 
rie Welch, prepare dlnner in the 
kitchen cf their Northeast Heights 
home. Welch says she has had dmi 
d t y  getting condstent menta 
health care far her 15year-old son 
Who suffered a brain Inlury anel belw 
hit by a car. 
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,XI nf the crisis 
I( 1949 when 
icientists work- 

weapons pro- 

Alamos learned 
that secrets of 
tile atomic 
bomb had been 
leaked to the 
Soviets. ELLEI 

'Resident Dame 
Buman's reac- beenn 
tion to this dis- 
covery was, in my opinii 
ly the right one ~ sp, 
work," the 9Z-yeamlr 
said. 

"Tadav. there is not e\ ,, ~~ 

per of speeding UP our 
said. Instead, there h. 
"magnifying of the dar 
when probably there W 
age or little damage." 

"Uc's management 
good. The connection 
valuable. It would he a 
take to interruot it." ht 
l"tel"leW 

Through his decades i 
Teller has exerted a om 
=&e on Americai  d( 
energy policies. In 1939 
one of three Scientists 1 

aged Albert Einstein to 
dent Franklin D. ROOW 
power of nuclear fission 
ting of anatom's nucleur 
tapped to create a deva 
weapon. 

Today's troubles in t 
program began last ye; 
gations that nuclear ~ 

leaked to China. Ixx Ai 
t i s  Wen Ho Lee was fir 
charged with misham 
fied information. Howe 
not charged with espio 
denies any wrongdoing 

Next came budget a 
troubles for a huge lase 
to simulate thermonu' 
sions at Lamence Live 

And bath Lo8 A h 0  
more labs are being 
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