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aMoriartypair heads to the locni 
court to take on overdue FMO pu~i.. 
Nzpnts, one by one 
BY R~CHARD METCALF 
A.~ri~ lanf  Business Editor 

ED UPWTITI WHAT they say are werdue 
payments from HMOs, two physicia~ils ;II 
Moriarty plan to collect the deb!, one bi!l at a 
time,'in the local magistrate C~IITI~. 

"There were times when 1 used to b:iw il cff." said 
Dr. Orrin Mc1.eod. "It's Rotten u1011se and urorse. Ti's 

Mcieddin thk same practice. 
The targets for the Suits are three bkvr Mexico- . 

remaining overdue balance is from Mcd 
Medicaid. 

their family practice on the main drag in hlortarty. 
' h e  HMOs say !hey are contesting some of the 

claims,thatsomearenotowedorlhatthe)~stil!a~e 
checking into the amounts the doctors said are owed. 

Spokespersons for all three said lhey %,ere unaware 
of Payment problems with Roue 66 Medical Center. 

"We're surprised about their claim," said Michelle 
Campbell of Presbyterian. "It does not jibe with our 
records." 

A d a m  and McLeod filed their first suit June 3 in 
Torrance County Magistrate Cnurt in Moriarty, 
which is in an old hank building next to their clinic, 
The target was Presbyterian. 

treating one patient on the Preshyterian Health Plan 
on Feh. 9,1999. The hill was paid ahout two weeks 

The June 3 suit seeks payment on a $217.75 bill fm  ; 
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than 25 years - and the ones who've 
rerurned to Smith Engineering after a 
dalliance with other firms. 

"Often you'll rind the grass is (no!) 
greener an the other side of the fence," 
Smith says. amilina. from his fifth-flow 
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"I think the general morale is times the prim? rate from the day 
the c lah i  I=>:. Wed. 

11 clean rdaini ha*ically has all 
the rrql i ircd infommation far an 
1IMO lo drlermine lhat it's Iegili. 
male. Rushton said managcd 

low," said Ur. Norman Assad. 
"There's defeatism." 

A gynecologist in Albuquerque, 
Assad said the B C C O U ~ ~ S  receivable 
at his practicc more lhan doubled 

Y O U R  M Q N E  

"I'm as busy as you can get. I see and w e ' ~ e  been able t o  deal with 
them." Rushton said. "l$Je'i.e never 
had t o  f i re  nnyhndy yet." 

The Insurance Division's role is 

a la1 of patients. And we're on the 
ropes,(( Assad said. 

Both Assad and Komadina - as 
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after the suit was filed, Adams 
said. 

Adam said they chose magis- 
trate court because each suit could 
he filed without using a lawyer, 
thus saving legal fees. Their 
lawyer, Dennis Wallin of Mariarty, 
agreed with their strategy. 

'"Here we've got two physicians 
who have dedicated themselves to 
serving the outlying areas of New 
Mexico," he said. "They can't 
afford the initial fees to bring a 
(district) court action." 

Adams and htclead auld sue for 

. "An HMO could delay it in district 
court for months or even years. 
They just start picking apart each 
claim. I think the system would be 
~a t en t l y  against them," Wallin said. 

Magistrate court is theiower of 
the two courts, he sai.d, with a limit 
of $S,OoO in civil suits. The proce- 
dures are more streamlined. Wailin 
said, "It's like a people's court." 

The goal is to win enough small 
claims against the HMUs in magis- 
trate Court to convince them to pay 
off the rest of the hack hills, wallin 
said. 

"What I hope is we're a big enough 
bun in their saddle," Adams said. 

There are widespread complaints 
in the physician community &out 
bill payments from insurance eom- 
panies. Most physicians do little 
more than complain, several local 
physicians say. 

"Everybody is afraid to do any- 
thing because weire small busi- 
nessmen," said Dr. Steven 
Komadina of Albuquerque. 
"Ever!ibody has clauses where they 
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accordancewkh their cnnlracts. 
Rushton said. 

The slate inwrance o d e  requires 
payment of all ''clean claims" within 
45 days, Rushton said. If ti01 paid 

claims. Adams said he didn't know 
the amount was SI) high. 

"All I h w r  to go on is the corn- 
puler priliioirt (of Unpaid clain~s)," 
he said. 


