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Help Eludes Man With Leukemia 
fmm PAGE A1 “Zfyou don’t have a quarter million dollnrs up front, 
along withclmical pharmacist Jun IZO transplant center will let YOU in the door:” 
staffers from the cancer center at 
the University of New Mexico ask- 
ing Rep. Heather Wilson for help 
in the case. keep working as a delivery driver, 

safety net program for young from the federal Social Security 
patients like Brian,” the letter program. 

JWieger and 14 other clinical D R .  I A N  R A B I N O W I T Z .  

B R I A N  A N Q E L ’ S  O N C O L O Q I S T  

have Angel evaluated for a bone 

G ‘ H ~ ~  only chance for a cure - 
and it’s a small chance - would be 

“We must have an adequate and so he applied for benefits marrow transplant 

said. 
Wilson, R-N.M., said her office 

staff is researching the issue. 
“It seems like a Catch-22, if I 

understand the letter correctly,” 
she said. “He’s left uncovered for 
health care because of his health 
problem ... 

“It doesn’t make sense to me .._ 
If this case is legitimate and it’s a 
serious problem, we’re trying to 
find out what can be done, 
whether it requires legislation or 
other action,” she said. 

Angel said he became ill around 

He was able to qualify for Med- 
icaid when he was accepted into 
the federal Supplemental Security 
Income program, which is aimed 
at low-income people with disabil- 
ities. 

Last summer, though, the Social 
Security system approved Angel 
for another program for disabled 
people, one that pays higher 
monthly benefits, Thompson said. 
That made him ineligible for Med- 
icaid, but he can’t get Medicare 
coverage under the federal dis- 
abilitv oroeram until he is 

November 1997, when he had a enrolied?ori4mMths. 

morphine G t m e n t  and left him 
unable to walk for about a week, 
Angel said. He gets blood transfu- 
sions a couple times a week to 
keep his disease in check. 

Angel said he became too sick to 

“We’re just keeping him alive 
with blood platelet transfusions 
and supplemental chemotherapy. 
There’s nothiig else I can do for 
him,” Rabinowitz said. 

Rabinowitz said he would like to 

with a marrow transplant.” 
He stresses that a transplant is 

not a definite lifesaver. 
“There’s a good chance if he gets 

it that he will die as well,” Rabi- 
nowitz said. “But if he doesn’t get 
it, it’s certain death.” 

No one in New Mexico does bone 
marrow transplants, Thompson 
said. She said she has called cen- 
ters in Arizona, Colorado, Califor- 
nia and Texas, and all refused to 
consider the procedure for some- 
one without the means to pay for 
it. 

“If you don’t have a quarter mil- 
lion dollars up front, no transplant 
center will let you in the door,” 
Rabinowitz said. People need pri- 
vate insurance or public assis- 
tance such as Medicaid to be 
accepted, he said. 

Angel’e--story ia not .unique, 
Thompson said. Another New 
Mexico man, 42 and father of a 6- 
year-old son, died last month of 
leukemia, she said. He had a per- 
fect bone marrow match as long as 
a year ago from a sibling who was 
willing to make the donation, 
Thompson said. 

But he was unable to get the 
transplant because his disability 
payments were too high to qualify 
for Medicaid, and his Medicare 
had not kicked in, she said. 

“There was nothing that could 
be done:’ Thompsnn said. 

Bobby Wayne White, a 43-year- 
old Roswell man and father of 
five, is getting chemotherapy at 
University Hospital this week for 
his leukemia. His brother is a per- 
fect match as a bone marrow 
donor, he said. 

White, who worked all his life in 
the oil fields and didn’t have pri- 
vate health insurance, got Medic- 
aid when his illness made him quit 
working. Then he said he lost his 
Medicaid when he qualified for 
federal disability payments and 
won’t become eligible for 
Medicare until next year. 

“I’d rather have the insurance 
than the money,” said White in a 
phone interview from his hospital 
bed. “But they won’t budge. I can’t 
do nothing. I just sit here and just 
hope.” 

He said his doctor told him that 
his chances don’t look too good. 

“They see you dying and they 
don‘t do nothing about it,” White 
said of the bureaucracy that 
denies him insurance coverage. 
“My brother is 100-percent per- 
fect (as a bone marrow match). All 
I need is insurance. Should I go up 
to somebody and say, ‘Will you 
give me $ ~ O , O O O ? ’  It’s just 
wrong.” 

He said he wants to stick around 
to help his wife raise their chil- 
dren, the youngest of whom is 7. 

“It’s unreal. It’s horrible,” 
Thompson said of the regulations 
depriving such people of health 
insurance. “I‘ve worked here for 
four years. It’s always been a 
problem.” 
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irotected guard station in the seg- 
Ration unit. 
I’ayne arid Price were not accom- 
inivtl hy n uunrd. n s  lhcy would 


