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buts Vouchers on Radio; - .  

students, to revise a $3.3 billion 
state budget he has vetoed and to 

Johnson said a voucher program 
fsapret-  would put New Mexico education 
irticulate consider a $25 million personal into a free, competitive market that 
:nt,” a income tax cut. ultimately would provide better 
ic John- educational Opportunities for chil- 
i to radio ents of every elementary- and sec- &en. 

Law The critical ad, sponsored by a 
c d t i o n  called Partners for Quality 

ad said Education, was run by mistake, said 
n’s Charles Bowyer, program director 
r plan son said Wednesday he wants to for one of the partners, the National 

funnel JOHNSON: con- phase in a program over the next Education Association-New Mexi- 

; to teach through state Bowyer said the group isn’t apolo- 
gizing for the ad but had wanted it 

anda to The governor concluded his self- put on hold while its members con- 
:n.” described “understand-the-voucher sidered it. 
e who sponsored the ad said “The ad is not factually inaccu- 
.io station aired it by mistake. rate,” Bowyer said in a telephone 
son has called a special ses- interview. “Vouchers are basically 
f the Legislature beginfig organization of 100 chief executive a scheme to dismantle public 
iy to address vouchers for officers in the state. schools.” 

The governor Wants to give par- 

ondary-school student in the state a 
voucher, or tuition credit, that could 
be used at the public, private or reli- 
gious school of their choice. John- 

to “cult eludes swing four years to give each of the state’s co. 

twisted about $3,100. 
320,000 students a voucher worth 

road show” on the radio, on a televi- 
sion news call-in segment and in 
front of the Economic Forum, an 

TYING UP LOOSE ENDS ................................ 

- .  
Johnson told Ahrens his .& 

requires schools taking vowher 
money to administer standardized 
tests to students. . ._ 

Johnson’s plan has New MexkWs 
thinldng about change, said9iU 
Garcia, chairman of the forunQmd 
economic development sew&tu‘y 
under former Gov. Bruce King:. 

“None of us are sure Imw”fhi4 
issue is going to come out, but me 
thing is for certain. ... In New Mex; 
ico, people are not asking if &m 
is important ... but what kind of 
reform,” Garcia said. .. 

One caller to Ahrens’ show agked 
Johnson to investigate rumas3 of 
misappropriated funds in the s@te’s 
Regulation and Licensing Depart! 
ment. A spokesman for the depart- 
ment told the Journal the allegation 
was baseless. 
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Kids’ Care 
Promised. 

‘Medicallyji-agile’ . . ... 

children denied 
Medicaid services, .,~: 

attorneys say 
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Journal Srafl Wrirer 

A state Human Services Dep& 
ment official‘s letter promising 
“appropriate care” and . :‘dde 
process” to Medicaid-eligible chil: 
dren should be enforced, attorneys 
challenging New Mexico’s Medic- 
aid managed-care program toM a 
judge Wednesday. :.. ;, 

PMip Gaddy, one of a team 
attorneys representing parents & 1 

. .  :. . . ., 
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rty of Elephant Butte kldnapplng and sexual-torture suspect David Ray. Investigators 
vldence and expected to remaln there today. 

to Elephant Butte 
When asked for more details 

about the septic tank, Richardson 
said, ‘‘a lot of things can be put in 
a septic (tank)? He said that if the 
group found a tank and decided to 
go inside, “They’U draw straws 
and see who has to go diving, I 
guess. I’d hate to be the guy to 
have to go through it.“ 

Richardson also said a team of 
State Police and FBI agents has 
been sent to the west-central New 
Mexico town of Fence Lake, 
where Ray is believed to have 
lived for a time in the mid 1980s. 

“I believe he had a trailer home 
up there,” Richardson said. But he 
said that to his knowledge, law 
officers have not done any search- 
es on any Fence Lake property 
linked to Ray. 

Ray, 59, and Cynthia Lea Hendy, 
39, were arrested last month and 
are accused of taking part in the 
kidnapping and sexual torture of 
two women. One of the women 
reportedly was able to talk her 
captors into setting her free; the 
other said she escaped. 

Ray also is accused of teaming 
up with his daughter, 31-year-old 
Glenda Jean “Jesse” Ray, to kid- 
nap and sexually attack another 
woman in 1996. 

The fourth suspect in the case, 
27-year-old Dennis Roy Yancy, is 
accused of killing a Truth or Con- 
sequences woman who has been 
missing since July 1997. Investi- 
gators believe Yancy associated 
with the Rays and Hendy. 

t 
ban Push for Safer Schools 

receive $SO,%S. 
The Corrales Police Depart- 

ment will receive $120,000. 
m The Portales Police Department 

will receive $93,293. 
“New Mexico schwls unfortu- 

nately are not immune to the vio- 
lence against students and teach- 

National Laboratories in Albu- 
querque. 

Much of the devices stem from 
Sandia’s role in developing security 
systems to protect America’s 
nuclear arsenal and its military 
bases from security threats. 

The bill also would create the 
School Security Center at Sandia. 

philip Gaddy, ol1e US a teillil ut  
attorneys representing parents and 
caregivers of children with chronic 
health problems, asked stat7-Dis- 
trict Judge William F. Lang to fQree 
the department “to provide appro. 

ically iragile chiidren witn special 
needs.” 

The procedures outlined, in an 
October 1997 letter to feUow,ph.in- 
tiffs’ attorney Peter Cubra by 
Charles Milligan, director of HSD’s 
medical assistance division, haven’t 
been implemented, Gaddy said at a 
hearing Wednesday. 

But Lsng held off making a decl- 
sion, telling attorneys he wanted tu 
see more arguments and infoma- 
tion presented at a hearing June 2 
before he’d make a ruling. 

On that day, Lang will a& hear 
motions to dismiss the class-actioq 
lawsuit filed in state District Cow 
in October against Gov. Gary Jahn- 
son and then-Human Services Sec- 
retary William Johnson. 

The suit was filed on behalf of 
nine named children and others 
claiming the state’s Medicaid e n ’  
aged care program isn’t giving 
proper care to children with chron- 
ic and severe medical problems and 
mental disabilities. 

Gaddy said the state defendants 
got the suit moved to US. District 
Court, but claims under state law 
were returned to state court last 
month. 

Gaddy told Lang the suit was filed 
in the wake of “dramatic changes in 
medical assistance to the poor,” 
beginning with 1994 amendments to 
the state’s Public Assistance Act,’ 
which mandated shifts to managed 
care. 

In July 1997, the state ushered in 
managed care for Medicaid-eligible 
children with chronic health prob- 
lems and mental illness, Gaddy, 
said. 

“But we believe the program is 
failing to provide medically neces- 
sary services” to those children, 
Gaddy said. 

Referring to Milligan’s letter out- 
lining HSD’s promise to “ensure 
appropriate care” for Medicaid-eli- 
gible children, Gaddy asked, “How 
does what was promised yestqrday 
become an intolerable burden 
today? 

Attorney Pat Rogers, represent- 
ing the state defendants, said Gad- 
dy was asking for “extraordinary 
relief” based on “a contract that 
A-.n’t ,=uict” 

priate care and due process to mrd- 
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