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WASHINGTON—The National High-
way Traffic Safety Adminisiration said

diree sport-ufility vehicies {1
1 crash fest, increasing ;
sral regulators may ¢
tegigned to prevent such  rollover
rashes.

A Honde CR-V, 2n Isuzu
{a Sportage rolisd onic their sides when
itruck in the side, aceorcing to neopie with
mowledge of the matter. Thile morks the
irst rime vehicles have dona sgin gide-im-
:act testing by ihe Nationa: Hishway
“raffic Safety Administratic
erts consider certzin spo
les more likely io fiip than other yehicies,
yecause of their height and reiative nar-
oWness.

Tie results highlight one of the
sngest-running, most intractabie auto
afety tssues. in 1827, the most recent
ear for which statistics are available,
1ore than 9,400 peopis in the .5, dieg
/en their cars, irucks or v flipped.
loflover fatalities more than :

]

S0 OVEl
1 past decade among SUV oecupants, to
,482 in 1997, as the rugged vehicles have
ecome top sellerswith the American pub-

C.

The NHTSA had aiready been running
xtensive tests designed to derermhe
*hich vehicles are prone to roliover acci-
ents. Last year, the agency tested a dozen
shicles, which wers jeri{ed around sharp
ngles at speeds of up {o 60 miles an hour
y computerized sieering machines.
geney officials have deciiiied i comment
bout those results.

But the flips occurred in a very different
pe of test, intended to gauge the vehicle's
»iiity to protect oceupants in a side-im-
act crash, not their tendency to roll over.

4 spokesman for Kia Motors Corp. de-
ined to comment. A Honda Motor Co.
okesman said he would have to check
ic the details before responding. Isuzu
otors Ltd. couldn’t immediately be
:ached for comment.

In the side-impact test, a moving bar-
ar covered in collapsible aluminum hon-
‘comb comes at the vehicle at an angle.

Two of the tests, for the Honda and the
pzu. were done as part of the NHTSA’s
nsumer-information safety-rating pro-
am. The other was part of standard fed-
ai safety standards testing for side-im-
.ct crashes.

Thoughother sport-utility vehicles have
en reported to roll over during road test-
, including the Suzuki Samurai and the
ep CJ, it was the firsttime such results
ve been publicly reported by the govern-
i, That could urt sales of the vehicles,
am}x are nopular with safety-ronscious
nilies.
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